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engineering developments have caused the world to shrink
into small dimensions, and tended to bring economic con-
ditions to a uniform level. Formerly large fortunes could
be made by taking advantage of the conditions of local
markets, and a good part of the wealth acquired by early
British merchants in China was made by keeping swift
steamers, which carried goods to markets where there
was a great demand, and selling them at prices which
were much above those ruling in the places of supply,
whence further goods did not arrive until the high-priced
goods were disposed of. At the present day telegraphic
communications with all parts of the world have made
transactions of this kind impossible by reducing prices to
something like a uniform level The most recent engineer-
ing proposal is for a network of wireless telegraphy to
connect the scattered islands of the Pacific Ocean, which,
if carried out, will be another step in the direction of
economic uniformity and, it is to be hoped, of political
co-operation.

There is, however, one aspect of the work of the engineer
which is apt to be overlooked; while the increase of the means
of communication makes intercourse between nations much
easier and thus leads to a better knowledge of each other
which should tend to friendship, it at the same time adds to the
difficulty of many of the problems. On the intellectual side
it complicates them to a very great extent It is evident
Eastern minds are at present in a state of transition, and that
they have not only gathered some Western ideas, but they
arc anxious to put them into practice, The result has been
an amalgam, which differs much from any of its constituents.
Their ideals of the meaning of life have changed, their
national spirit has been raised, and they are anxious to make
their countries great as greatness is measured by Western
nations. Some of them are developing their resources at a very
rapid rate, and the centre of magnitude of the world's industry
and commerce is rapidly moving eastward. Individual and
national antagonisms are thus raised which may lead to war.